[If:2 A] R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba: “According to strict law 
they should fast on the tenth of that month [of Ab], on which day the 
Temple was burned. And why is it that the fast is on the ninth? For it 
was on that day that the punishment [of Israel] got underway.” 


[B] And so it has been taught: On the seventh [69c] of Ab they entered it. 
On the eighth they battered it down, on the ninth they set fire to it, and 
on the tenth it burned down. 


[C] R. Joshua b. Levi fasted on the ninth and on the tenth. 
[D] R. Abun fasted on the ninth and on the tenth. 
[E] R. Levi fasted on the ninth and on the night prior to the tenth. 


[F] R. Ba bar Zabeda in the name of R. Haninah: “Rabbi sought to 
uproot the ninth of Ab but others did not permit him.” 


[G] Said to him R. Eleazar, “I was with you and that is not what 
was Said. Rather: Rabbi sought to uproot the ninth of Ab when 
it coincided with the Sabbath [and not celebrate it at all], but 
they did not permit him.’ He said, “Since it has been postponed, 
let it be postponed [this year. and not observed at all].’ They 
said to him, ‘Let it be postponed until the next day [and 
observed on Sunday].’” 


[H] Now the opposite of this event happened elsewhere [when 
it was Ba who reminded Eleazar of the actual tradition, 
contrary to Eleazar’s picture of it], as follows. 


[I] We have learned there: [The man is commanded 
regarding procreation, but not the woman.] R. Yohanan 
ben Beroqah says, Concerning both of them [the 
husband and the wife] Scripture says. God blessed them 
and God said to them be fruitful and multiply Gen. 
1:28) [M. Yeb. 6:6]. 


[J] R. Eleazar in the name of R. Haninah: “The law accords 
with the view of R. Yohanan b. Berogah.” 


[K] Said to him R. Ba bar Zabeda. ‘I was with you. and that 
is not what was said. Rather: If she was seeking to be 
married [and the husband postponed it]. the law is on 
her side.’ And the following verse applies to them: Two 
are better than one” (Qoh. 4:9). 


[III:1 A] What is the meaning of [M. 4:6F: Rabban Simeon b. Gamaliel says,] 
“He should make some change from ordinary procedures”? 


